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In order to enlarge and enrich the history of the period of
Europeand contact, Montana's tribal nations are integral to all
facets of developing interpretation for the Lewis and Clark
Bicentennial.  Particular areas that have not been fully ad-
dressed, and that can only be understood with tribal help,
include:

• The range in Montana (and surrounding states and provinces)
that each particular nation utilized and traveled through at the
time of Lewis and Clark

• Maps that include geographic place names from both the
explorer's journals and appropriate tribes.  Large drainages like
theYellowstone and Missouri might be named in half a dozen
or more languages to demonstrate the overlapping ranges of
peoples who utilized the grassland and mountain landscapes of
Montana.

• Whenever possible, oral accounts of encounters between
specific tribes and the corps of Discovery should be set next to
journal entries of the same event, to allow for a larger perspec-
tive on these crucial incidents.

To help achieve these goals, a contact person has been identi-
fied on each reservation in Montana, plus the Shoshone reser-
vations in Idaho

and Wyoming that include bands closely associated with the
Lewis and Clark Expedition in Montana.  Ultimately, this list
should include additional contacts from first nations people in
Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba who are specifically
named in the journals.

MONTANA

1. Northern Cheyenne

Richard Littlebear (Dick)
 Dull Knife Memorial College
Box 9B
Lame Deer MT 59043
406 477-6215
 rlbear@dkmc.cc.mt.us

The Northern Cheyenne are a tribe that moved west
from the Great Lakes Region, adapted a Plains style of
life, and wandered widely across the West during the
period of American expansion.
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2. Salish-Kootenai

 Tony Incashola, Culture Committee
 St. Ignatius Cultural Center
 P.O. Box 556
St. Ignatius, Mt 59865
406 745-4572

The Flathead Tribe has published its own pamphlet that
includes oral accounts of their meeting with Lewis and
Clark at Ross's Hole.

3. Crow

Burton Pretty on Top, Chairman, Cultural Commission
Crow Reservation
Crow Agency, MT 59022
406 638-2601

The Crow have an oral account of men returning with
Sergeant Prior's horses.

4. Rocky Boy - Chippewa-Cree

Richard Sangrey
Stone Child College
Rocky Boy's Agency, MT 59521
406 395-4210

The Chippewa and Cree people on the rocky Boy
reflect both the movement of eastern tribes into the
plains and the impact of the Canadian fur trade in
Montana before the arrival of Lewis and Clark.

5. Fort Belknap - Assiniboine and Gros Ventre

Nellie Main, Cultural Advisor
Fort Belknap Tourism Office
R.R. 1, Box 66
Fort Belknap Agency
Harlem, MT 59526
406 353-2205 ex 470
home 406 673-3603
nbm@3rivers

These are two of the tribes that confused Lewis and
Clark the most and their status and relationship needs to
be clarified.  Oral histories of both peoples imply
involvement  in the Marias River incident.
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6. Blackfeet

Ray Montoya
Planning & Development Department
Blackfeet Nation
P.O. Box 2809
Browning, MT 59417
406 338-7181 or 5194
Darrell Kipp, L & C Bicentennial Commission

The planning office is setting up a commission for the
event.  Members are Ray Montoya and Madeline
Parsons. The tribe is interested in interpretation at
Camp Disappointment, and will help to arrange
meetings with related Balckfeet bands on Canadian
reserves.

7. Fort Peck - Assiniboine and Sioux

Curley Youpee, Culture
Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Culture Center
P.O. Box 1027
 Poplar MT 59255
406 768-5155 ex 392

.

The Fort Peck council has formed a tourism group.
The Assiniboine have an oral version of the Marias
River skirmish with Meriwether Lewis.
Jeannie Edie, who grew up in Poplar, is on the Lewis
and Clark Bicentennial Commission

IDAHO AND WYOMING

8. Shoshone-Bannock

Dianne Yupe
Culture Resource Director
Sho-Ban
Fort Hall, Idaho
208 238-3706
Josephina, assistant

Very interested in interpretation from Camp Fortunate
to Lemhi Pass.

9. Easter Shoshone of Wyoming Wind River Reservaton

Zelda Tillman, Culture
307 332-3177

The grave of Sacagawea is on the reservation.  They are
interested in interpretation.
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